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Overview

Introduction to Import Country–Specific Certificates
In international trade, importing countries require exporters to submit specific certificates along with shipment 

documents. These certificates help authorities verify the origin of goods, ensure regulatory compliance, assess 

eligibility for duty benefits, and control the movement of regulated or sensitive products.

Important: Incorrect or missing certificates may result in higher duty, clearance delays, or shipment rejection.

These certificates support:

Customs clearance in the importing country Verification of product origin

Eligibility for preferential duty benefits Regulatory and safety compliance
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Purpose

Why Importing Countries Require 
Certificates
Importing countries rely on certificates to protect domestic industries, regulate imports, and enforce trade 

agreements. Certificates provide documentary assurance regarding the nature, origin, and compliance status 

of imported goods.

Importing countries use certificates to:

Apply correct customs duty Prevent misuse of trade benefits

Ensure compliance with trade agreements Monitor restricted or sensitive imports
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Definition

What Are 
Trade 
Certificates

Trade certificates are official

documents issued by authorized

agencies confirming specific

details about exported goods.

These details may relate to origin,

quality, inspection, regulatory

approval, or eligibility under trade

agreements.

Trade certificates generally confirm:

Country of origin Product eligibility under trade 
agreements

Compliance with importing country regulations
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Classification

Mandatory vs Preferential Certificates
Certificates required by importing countries broadly fall into two categories.

Mandatory certificates:

• Required for customs clearance

• Related to safety, quality, or regulation

• Absence may block clearance

Preferential certificates:

• Issued to claim duty concessions

• Linked to trade agreements

• Absence leads to normal duty, not rejection
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Critical Factor

Role of Country of Origin
Country of Origin determines how goods are treated 

in the importing country. It plays a critical role in 

customs duty calculation, trade restrictions, and 

eligibility for preferential tariffs.

Origin impacts:

Applicable duty rates

Eligibility under FTAs / PTAs

Import restrictions or quotas
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Categories

Classification of Certificates
Certificates can be classified based on their nature and purpose.

Main categories include:

Non-preferential origin certificates Preferential trade certificates

Regulatory / inspection certificates Product-specific certificates

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Type 1

General Certificate of Origin (Non-
Preferential)
A General Certificate of Origin certifies the country where goods are manufactured. It does not provide 

any duty concession but is required by importing countries for origin verification, statistical purposes, or 

compliance checks.

Key aspects:

No duty benefit Required for customs 
documentation

Issued by authorized 
chambers
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Application

When General Certificate of 
Origin is Required

Importing countries may demand a General Certificate of Origin even 

when no trade agreement benefit is claimed.

Common scenarios include:

Origin verification

Import licensing requirements

Trade statistics and control measures
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Regulatory Certificate

Export Inspection Agency (EIA) Certificate

The EIA Certificate is a regulatory certificate issued after 

inspection of goods meant for export. It confirms that 

products meet quality and safety standards prescribed by 

the importing country.

Purpose of EIA Certificate:

Quality and safety 
assurance

Compliance with 
importing country norms

Mandatory for specific notified commodities
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APPLICABILITY OF EIA CERTIFICATE
When EIA Certificate is Required

EIA certificate is required mainly for regulated products and specific destinations.

Agricultural and food 
products

Products requiring health and 

safety verification

Animal-origin products

Items derived from animals needing 

inspection

Countries with strict 
inspection requirements

Destinations with rigorous import 

controls

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


GSP CERTIFICATE
Generalized System of Preferences 
(GSP)

GSP is a preferential trade scheme under which 

developed countries allow reduced or zero 

customs duty on imports from developing 

countries. A GSP Certificate enables the importer 

to claim these duty benefits.

Key features of GSP:

• Preferential duty benefit

• Country-specific scheme

• Product eligibility criteria applies
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APPLICABILITY OF GSP

Use of GSP Certificate
GSP certificate is used when exporting eligible products to countries offering GSP benefits.

Accepted by specific 
developed countries

Only certain nations participate in 

GSP schemes

Duty benefit varies by 
product

Different products receive 

different levels of preference

Origin rules must be 
satisfied

Products must meet specific 

origin criteria
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SAFTA CERTIFICATE

South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA)

SAFTA is a regional trade agreement among South 

Asian countries that provides preferential duty 

treatment to member countries. SAFTA Certificate 

is required to claim concessional duty benefits under 

this agreement.

Member countries include:

India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, etc.
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APPLICABILITY OF SAFTA

When SAFTA Certificate is Used
SAFTA certificate is applicable when goods are exported between SAFTA member countries.

Preferential customs duty

Reduced duty rates for member 

countries

Origin criteria must be fulfilled

Goods must meet origin requirements

Issued by designated authority

Only authorized bodies can issue 

certificates
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ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA)
AFTA facilitates preferential trade between ASEAN countries and partner nations. Certificate of 

Origin under AFTA enables duty concessions for eligible goods.

Trade between ASEAN 
member countries

Regional trade facilitation

Preferential duty structure

Reduced customs duties

Product-specific rules of 
origin

Criteria vary by product type
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APPLICABILITY OF AFTA
Use of AFTA Certificate

AFTA certificate is required to claim duty concessions while exporting to ASEAN countries.

Applicable when:

• Exporting eligible goods

• Origin rules satisfied

• Agreement conditions fulfilled
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GSTP CERTIFICATE

Global System of Trade 
Preferences (GSTP)
GSTP is a preferential trade arrangement among 

developing countries. GSTP Certificate allows reduced 

customs duty among participating nations.

South–South trade promotion

Encouraging trade between developing nations

Preferential duty benefit

Reduced customs duties for members

Limited country and product coverage

Specific scope of application
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APPLICABILITY OF GSTP

Use of GSTP Certificate
GSTP certificate is used when exporting to participating developing countries under the GSTP 

agreement.

Agreement-specific 
benefits

Benefits apply only under GSTP 

terms

Origin compliance 
mandatory

Must meet origin requirements

Issued by authorized 
agency

Only designated authorities can 

issue
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COMMON CHALLENGES WITH CERTIFICATES

Practical Issues in Certificate Usage
Exporters may face challenges while applying or using certificates required by importing countries.

Incorrect certificate selection

Choosing the wrong certificate type for the destination or 

product

Origin mismatch

Product origin does not meet certificate requirements

Non-compliance with product rules

Failing to meet specific product eligibility criteria

Delays in issuance

Processing time affecting shipment schedules
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Best Practices for Exporters

Managing Import Country Certificates Effectively

Proper understanding and planning help exporters avoid clearance issues and benefit losses.

Confirm importing country requirements in 

advance

Check product eligibility under agreements

Ensure correct origin determination Apply certificates through authorized agencies



Summary & Conclusion

Conclusion

Certificates required by importing countries play a crucial role in 

international trade compliance. They ensure regulatory 

adherence, facilitate customs clearance, and enable duty 

benefits under trade agreements. Understanding the nature, 

applicability, and correct usage of certificates such as EIA, GSP, 

SAFTA, AFTA, and GSTP helps exporters conduct smooth and 

compliant export operations.
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